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FOUNDED IN LONDON IN 1888, the Catholic Herald 
is one of the world’s oldest and most respected Catholic 
news publications. Starting as a newspaper, we became  
a weekly magazine in 2014. 

After 130 years of operating in the United Kingdom,  
we launched our weekly US edition in November 2018  
and have quickly established ourselves as one of the 
leading Catholic voices in America. Today we continue to 
publish some of the most respected Catholic figures on 
both sides of the Atlantic. Our current affairs coverage is 
sober but never boring. We have a sense of humour but 
we are never frivolous. 

The Catholic Herald celebrates the aesthetic and 
intellectual values of Catholicism. We bring a fresh style 
and quality to Catholic journalism, and we balance serious 
news coverage with expert analysis, light-hearted features, 
smart literary criticism and spiritual exploration.

About the  
Catholic Herald

O n 21 February 1965, Gordon 
Matthew Sumner was con-
fi rmed at Our Lady and St 
Columba in Wallsend, the par-

ish in which he received his baptism and fi rst 
communion. Of the more than 130 boys con-
fi rmed that day, he was the only to take the 
name “Thomas” – which he says followed his 
paternal grandfather, and also because he “al-
ways thought the disciple’s initial scepticism 
was reasonable in the circumstances”. Over 
40 years later, while refl ecting on the lyrics 
of his fi rst recorded song, “O My God”, Sting 
wrote: “I’ve chosen to live my life without the 
‘certainties’ of faith, but I do maintain a great 
reverence for the mystery and wonder of our 
existence, and my agnosticism is a tolerant 
cousin to my curiosity.” 

The story of Sting’s religious journey is in-
structive about contemporary Catholicism, 
and illuminates how a Catholic sensibility 
sustains artistic creation. In Sting & Religion: 
The Catholic-Shaped Imagination of a Rock 
Icon, American scholar Evyatar Marienberg 
offers a rich refl ection on how Catholicism 
both formed and continues to anchor the star’s 
storytelling. Marienberg, an associate pro-
fessor at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, writes for an audience potentially 
unfamiliar with Catholic faith and practice – 
and the method makes for a convincing argu-
ment. Marienberg is meticulous, and makes 
no assumptions, resulting in a robust portrait 
of Sting’s Catholic identity.

While Sting’s American contemporary 
Bruce Springsteen is often discussed as a 
Catholic artist, Sting’s religious identity is of-
ten noted in vaguely spiritual terms – although 
his Catholic pedigree is signifi cant. Born in 
1951, Sting attended the parish school, a place 
where he said he “began my lifelong fascina-
tion with religion and conversely my lifelong 
problem with it”. Like other school children, 
he would begin his days with recitations from 
the catechism, and he still quotes select lines 
during interviews. 

Even more lasting was his childhood devo-
tion to Mary. Sting tells Marienberg that the 
rosary “became my sort of mantra”, a recita-
tion that accompanied him “when I was walk-
ing to school or I was troubled”. The rosary 
“would comfort me”, he says, for in the devo-
tion to Mary there was “a kindness, there was 
gentleness”. 

Marienberg demonstrates that Sting’s view 
of his Catholic education is one steeped in both 

Every
Breath 
You Take

Nick Ripatrazone looks at Sting’s Catholic 
imagination and the use of religion in his music

nostalgia and dark humour. Armed with their 
catechisms, he and his classmates were “like 
proto-Maoists about to convert the world”. For 
all of Sting’s joking, it is curious that a song-
writer – one for whom narrative structure is 
suffused with repetition, rhyme and patterns – 
would be formed by a religious language that 
was both rote and revelatory. 

Echoing Springsteen’s own language about 
religion, Sting once quipped that he was “actu-
ally rather grateful for a Catholic upbringing. 
I think it’s a great source of symbolism and 
imagery, of guilt, blood, death, eternal dam-
nation – all of which are great for writing.” 
Similar to Toni Morrison’s literary focus on 
the pained physicality of Christ’s body on the 
cross, Sting has spoken of the “macabre” feel-
ing of doing work in a Catholic school class-
room, “under this picture of a tortured man on 
a cross with blood pouring out of him”. 

Perhaps even more importantly for him as 
an artist, Sting was formed by the paradoxes 
of Latin Mass. An altar boy at St Columba, he 
thought his role at fi rst “relieved some of the 
boredom of the liturgy”, but he also admitted 
that “the theatricality and the solemn pomp of 
the ritual must have appealed to the perform-
er in me”. He tells Marienberg: “Performing 
is a ritualised celebration, an offering to God 
perhaps. It’s a Mass! Sharing things, singing 

PROFILE

▲
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SUNDAY, 3 March 2019

THIS IS THE FIRST Sunday for 
many decades, apart from illness, 
that I have not attended or celebrated 
Sunday Mass – probably for more than 
seventy years. I wasn’t even able to 
receive Communion.

The first reading in the breviary 
today has Job’s troubles just begin-
ning. It all lies ahead for him… I took 
some consolation from Job, because 
his good fortune was restored in this 
life, unlike the good Lord’s, and I still 
believe that the only just verdict for 
the judges is to quash the convictions.

…..Muslim chants floating into my 
cell. I wonder who he is….I am not 
sure what religion he follows as he 
claims to be god or a messiah. A bit 
noisier tonight with at least one fellow 
shouting out in distress.

Fidelity to Christ and his teaching 
remains indispensable for any fruit-
ful Catholicism, any religious revival. 
This is why the “approved” Argen-
tinian and Maltese interpretations of 
Amoris Laetitia are so dangerous. 
They go against the teaching of the 
Lord on adultery and the teachings of 
St Paul on the necessary dispositions 
to receive Holy Communion properly.

Called unexpectedly for a medi-
cal check this morning. All was well, 
although my blood pressure (standing 
120/80) was low, as I suspected, be-
cause I was feeling a little lethargic.

The author describes how solitary confinement during Holy 
Week was helped by phoning friends, the BBC’s Songs of 
Praise and praying for his fellow prisoners

An extract from Cardinal Pell’s  
Prison Journal, Volume 1

God our Father, I pray for all my 
fellow prisoners, especially those who 
have written to me. Help them all to 
see their true selves; indeed, help me, 
too, to do this better myself. Bring all 
of them some peace of mind, espe-
cially those who most certainly do not 
possess it.

EASTER SUNDAY, 21 April 2019

I CANNOT REMEMBER the last 
time I did not celebrate Easter with a 
community or in a church. This has 
probably been my invariable practice 
since before I reached the age of 
reason. I have celebrated the Easter 
ceremonies as a priest for nearly fifty-
three years. But not this year.

When phoning friends and family 
during my exercise spells outside (the 
only permitted time to phone), I was 
asked a number of times whether I 
was able to attend Mass, receive Com-
munion during the Triduum, or even 
participate in an ecumenical service. 
My answer was no.

I was not able to prepare the Easter 
candle outside the cathedral affirming 
that all time, all ages, all glory and 
power belong to the (risen) Christ.

I was not able to turn in the sanctu-
ary to face the congregation and see 
the light from the newly lit candles 
spread slowly but surely in fits and 
starts through the dark vault of the 
cathedral… I renewed my baptismal 

promises quietly to myself, not with 
the newly baptised and the cathedral 
congregation. And, of course, I could 
not consecrate the bread and the wine 
or receive Communion.

EASTER MONDAY, 22 April 2019

WHILE I COULD FIND very little 
religious television on Good Friday, 
this was not the situation on Easter 
Sunday, and I watched every program 
as a religious substitute for the real 
thing…The English program Songs of 
Praise was a beautiful Easter service 
celebrated in St Mary’s [Anglican] 
Church, Portsmouth, UK, many 
hymns, with a couple from Handel, 
including “My Redeemer Liveth”…
The news clip of the Holy Father’s 
Easter Sunday Mass in St Peter’s 
Square showed an immense congrega-
tion filling even the Via della Concili-
azione. It is strange that Christian 
programs at Easter don’t address the 
central message.

I have spent a good part of the last 
three days opening letters of support 
and Easter greetings. They nearly 
always promise prayers, which is con-
soling, and often contain good advice, 
prayers, poems, or holy cards.

I found today something of an anti-
climax after yesterday’s feast, so when 
one message urged me to remember 
that each day passed meant that one 
less remained, I was heartened. 

EXCLUSIVE FEATURE 
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SPECIAL REPORT

After the accession of Elizabeth I in 1558, Catholics were forced 
out of the ancient parish churches of England. By Act of Parlia-
ment, Catholic worship ceased on 24 June 1559. They were 
forbidden from building their own churches and their only 
discreet refuge for Masses tended to be the chapels of the nobil-

ity and gentry. This position pertained, as regarded the law, until the passing 
of the Catholic Relief Act of 1791, although the chapels of the Catholic embas-
sies in London were allowed to have Mass celebrated under the Treaty of 
Utrecht of 1714.

A few Catholic chapels were in fact built before 1791 but, with the obvious 
exception of Lulworth, these tended to be contained within houses. Catho-
lic chapels have continued to be built, mainly by noble and gentry families, 
throughout the 19th century and up to the present day.

The following reviews many of the surviving Catholic chapels in England. 
One joy is that the horrors of Vatican II reordering have universally been 
avoided. Altars have not been moved and Mass has continued to be celebrated 
in the eastern position. Altar rails have remained.

John Martin Robinson and  
Michael Hodges survey some of 

England’s surviving Catholic chapels, 
many of which are within stately homes 

and continue to celebrate Mass

GUIDE TO 
COUNTRY 

HOUSE  
CHAPELS
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COUNTRY HOUSE CHAPELS

ARUNDEL CASTLE
West Sussex

The domestic chapel at Arundel 
Castle, the great seat of the 18th 
Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshal 
of England, is successor to a 
tradition dating back to the 11th 
century. The chapel in the south 
range was rehabilitated by the 
8th Duke in 1708 and decorated 
by James Paine for the 9th Duke 
in 1762, with an altarpiece of the 
Nativity by Gennari, rescued 
from James II’s chapel at White-
hall Palace. The present larger 
and grander chapel, dedicated 
to Our Lady, in the west wing, 
was erected by the 15th Duke 
in 1894-8 to the design of 
Charles Alban Buckler. It was 
consecrated by the Bishop of 
Southwark. A masterpiece 
of the Gothic Revival, it was 
inspired by both the Angel 
Choir at Lincoln Cathedral 
and Westminster Abbey. The 
interior is lavishly embel-
lished with Purbeck marble 
and sculptural stone carvings, 
with magnificent stained glass 
by Hardman of Birmingham 
designed under the direction of 
Dunstan Powell, AWN Pugin’s 
son-in-law. The tabernacle 
on the high altar is gilt, and 
encrusted with rock crystal. The 
silver and vestments survive 
from the 18th century, and old 
master paintings collected by 
the 15th Duke adorn the walls. 
Mass is celebrated regularly. 
All five of the present Duke’s 
children were baptised in the 
chapel. Additionally the eastern 
end of the Anglican church of St 
Nicholas, known as the Fitzalan 
Chapel, remains in Catholic use. 
It is blocked off and only acces-
sible from the castle. Restored 
by Charles Alban Buckler, its 
chief function is as a mausoleum 
of the Earls of  Arundel and the 
Dukes of Norfolk. Public Mass 
is celebrated each year on All 
Souls Day and the anniversary  

The domestic chapel, Arundel Castle

▲
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W ill Todd is one of those rare 
musicians who shows that 
there is life still in liturgical 
and sacred music. Sir James 

MacMillan is another, and one of the most 
memorable concerts of the last year was the 
premiere of their separate musical reflections 
on Cardinal Newman’s meditations at Farm 
Street Church, courtesy of the Genesis Foun-
dation. “What was nice,” says Todd, “was 
how different the pieces were. It shows you 
the way the same text can give you different 
responses.” 

Todd was already familiar with the medita-
tions. “I was brought up Anglican,” he tells 
me, “but at our church in Durham one of our 
priests used to read Newman at evensong. It’s 
nice when you return to a text you associate 
with an earlier point in your life”. He’s famil-
iar with the Catholic devotional world. “My 
mother was a Catholic,” he says. “Her family 
was Irish from a mining village. She went 
through a period of no faith in her twenties 
and when she returned to religion she ended 
up being invited to the [Anglican] university 
church by a friend.” 

We met in the crypt of the church of St 
Martin in the Fields in Trafalgar Square, 
which sometimes hosts one of Todd’s most 
famous works, the Jazz Mass, or Mass in 
Blue – which sounds like an oxymoron, but is 
electrifying. Todd is a natural improviser.  

He’s cheerful and open and friendly, and 
you can see how he works well with chil-
dren. One potential new commission in fact 
is from the Catholic diocese of Hexham and 
Newcastle for “a Mass setting written by kids 

in schools, getting supervised by composers. 
These projects are really hard work, messy as 
anything, but what it does do is allow you to 
have a debate with young people about what 
liturgy means to them now. If it can happen, 
that will be very exciting.” 

Musically, he’s a product of a vanishing 
world, that of the Anglican parish church 
with choir, and the county music service, 
which provided state music education for 
free. “We’re going backwards,” he reflects. 
“We struggle to face up to this in the classical 
music world.” He’s now chair of the trustees 
of the Durham Music Trust, which is based in 
Ushaw, the former Catholic seminary – “the 
chapel is extraordinary”. 

He’s very worried about that service now. 
“My children have been through state educa-
tion,” he says, “in leafy Guildford. Even so, 
the music is patchy and under-resourced in 
terms of time and physical resources in the 
school. All the music staff they’ve ever had 
have been amazing but it’s just not the same 
as in the independent school sector. I see  
that when I visit independent schools – it’s  
a different world.”  

The choir he joined as a boy in Durham at 
his local parish church formed him musically.   

“In our church there were two sung 
services a week, it had a lot of students and 
was about 50-strong,” he says. “When you 
think of parish choirs now, that’s extraordi-
nary. One of the things about a choir is that 
you look at the whole score, unlike in most 
instrumental pieces. For someone who is in-
terested in how music connects together, you 
can see what other vocal lines are doing. The 

The acclaimed English composer Will Todd 
is a self-described ‘ambassador for liturgy’ 
whose passion for sacred music informs his 
life and work, he tells Melanie McDonagh 

Glimpses of glory
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choir master, David Higgins, had a very wide 
spectrum of musical interests, and we did 
Palestrina settings in Latin. I’m very grateful 
for that. It made me aware of many different 
traditions including Gregorian chant. You 
can see how modern notation comes out of 
plainsong – there’s amazing simplicity and 
flexibility.” The choir’s director was from 
working-class Sheffield. “He made it very 
classless. It seems utopian now.”

It’s difficult now to get young people into 
church choirs. “There’s a different landscape 
from when I was a boy. On Sunday, there’s 
a lot of shopping and sport,” he says. One 
result of the collapse in Sunday worship is 
that fewer people know hymns. “I don’t know 
what the answer to that is,” he says sadly. “A 
good hymn tune is an amazing thing.” (His 
favourite is “My Song is Love Unknown”.) 
“If you make one, you’ll end up with your 
music heard by more people than with a con-
temporary piece for a famous choir.” 

He wrote a hymn for a church musical 
commissioned by his old church and people 
tell him they still sing it. “I feel very warm. 
You want that in your music, for it to be a 
positive part of people’s lives, and if it helps 
them, that’s a pretty wonderful thing, actu-
ally.” He’s proud too that his carol “My Lord 
has Come” features in the fifth book of the 
ubiquitous Carols for Choirs series. 

His most famous work, the jazz Mass in 
Blue, was commissioned as a concert piece. 
Doesn’t he feel that there’s something odd 
about that, like religious art for churches 
ending up in an art gallery? He isn’t exercised 
about it. “There exists in modern British 
concert programming the idea of performing 
a Mass setting. This jazz Mass was decon-
structed back into the liturgy to be performed 
in church.” 

But he does feel that it matters to be a 
churchgoer if you compose church music? 

I feel very warm 
– you want that in your 
music, for it to be a 
positive part of people’s 
lives, and if it helps 
them, that’s a pretty 
wonderful thing, 
actually

▲
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Having known Cardinal Pell since 1967, the author George 
Weigel introduces his friend’s candid Prison Journal

Diary of a man in despair

Cardinal Pell’s prison  
journal should never  
have been written. 
 That it was written is  

a testament to the capacity of God’s 
grace to inspire insight, magnanimity, 
and goodness amidst wickedness, evil, 
and injustice. 

How and why the author found him-
self in prison for over 13 months for 
crimes he did not commit, and indeed 
could not have committed, is another 
story, far less edifying. A brief telling 
of this tawdry tale will, however, set 
the necessary context. 

On April 7, 2020, the High Court of 
Australia issued a unanimous deci-
sion that quashed a guilty verdict and 
entered a verdict of acquitted in the 
case of Pell vs The Queen. That deci-
sion reversed both the incomprehen-
sible trial conviction of Cardinal Pell 
on a charge of “historic sexual abuse” 

and the equally baffling decision to 
uphold that false verdict by two of the 
three members of an appellate court 
in the state of Victoria in August 2019. 
The High Court’s decision freed an 
innocent man from the unjust impris-
onment to which he had been sub-
jected, restored him to his family and 
friends, and enabled him to resume his 
important work in and for the Catholic 
Church. 

Close students of Pell vs The Queen 
knew that the case ought never have 
been brought to trial. The police 
investigation leading to allegations 
against the cardinal was a sleazy troll-
ing expedition. The magistrate at the 
committal hearing (the equivalent of 
a grand jury proceeding) was under 
intense pressure to bring to trial a set 
of charges she knew were very weak. 
When the case was tried, the crown 
prosecutors produced no evidence that 

the alleged crime had ever been com-
mitted. There was no corroborating 
physical evidence, and there were no 
witnesses to corroborate the charges. 

The High Court’s decision to acquit 
Cardinal Pell and free him was both 
just and welcome. The vicious public 
atmosphere surrounding Cardinal Pell, 
especially in his native state of Vic-
toria, was analogous to the poisonous 
atmosphere that surrounded the Drey-
fus affair in late-19th-century France. 
Throughout his ordeal, Cardinal Pell 
was a model of patience and a model 
of priestly character, as his journal 
attests. Knowing that he was innocent, 
he was a free man even when incar-
cerated. And he put that time to good 
use—“an extended retreat”, as he 
called it—cheering his many friends 
throughout the world and intensify-
ing an already vigorous life of prayer, 
study and writing. Now that he is able 
to celebrate the Mass again – a form 
of worship he was denied for over 400 
days – I have no doubt that the cardi-
nal is including among his intentions 
the conversion of his persecutors and 
the renewal of justice in the country 
he loves. 

As a citizen of Vatican City, Car-
dinal Pell had no legal obligation to 
abandon his work in Rome to return  
to Australia for trial. The thought of 
relying on his diplomatic immunity 
never occurred to him, though. He 
was determined to defend his honour 
and that of the Australian Church, 
which he had led in addressing the 
crimes and sins of sexual abuse for 
years. 

The Pell prison journal demon-
strates that the High Court’s decision 
freed a man who could not be broken. 
During his doctoral studies at Oxford 
in the sixties, young Fr George Pell 
had ample opportunity to ponder the 
faithful witness of Thomas More and 
John Fisher under grave pressure.  
He could not have known then that 
he, too, would suffer calumny, public 
vilification and unjust imprisonment. 

Cardinal George  
Pell was released 
from prison in 
April 2020 after 
more than 400 
days inside
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The Herald team
Our ambition to become the ‘Global Catholic monthly’ will be delivered by a highly 
experienced media and financial team and directors with many years of entrepreneurial 
experience. The executive management is supported by an exceptional editorial team 
and executive team of many years experience in various sectors. 

 

Sir Rocco Forte Shareholder

The largest shareholder of the Herald is 
Sir Rocco Forte, the multi-award winning 
entrepreneurial hotelier who is the 
founder of Rocco Forte Hotels. He takes 
an active and hands-on approach to his 
position as principal shareholder in the 
Herald, having served as a director for 
over 20 years. Board meetings are held 
at his London offices. Sir Rocco was 
educated at Catholic Downside School 
and Oxford. 

The Anglo-Italian Forte family hotel 
empire comprises 13 hotels in 12 leading 
global destinations – from Rome to 
Russia, Germany to London. Sir Rocco’s 
expertise at rolling out a global brand 
speaks for itself. 

 
 

Brooks Newmark Shareholder

Another significant shareholder is Brooks 
Newmark, former Conservative MP 
and Government Minister. Brooks is a 
graduate of both Oxford and Harvard, 
an angel investor in several start-ups 
and a philanthropist who has set up a 
education charity based in Rwanda. 
Brooks has a formidable track record 
in successful media investments as the 
former UK head of Apollo International 
private equity.

 

William Cash
Executive Chairman

The chairman and editorial director of 
the Catholic Herald is William Cash, 
the multi-award winning founder of 
Spear’s business and culture magazine. 
William is a Cambridge graduate and 
a former US correspondent for The 
Times and has been named ‘Editor of 
the Year’ twice at the PPA Independent 
Publisher Awards. He was nominated 
for Writer of the Year at the 2020 
Independent Publisher Awards for his 
Herald articles. William has written an 
acclaimed biography of Catholic novelist 
Graham Greene and brings years of 
publishing (digital, subscription and print) 
experience to the operation. He is also a 
shareholder in the Herald.

Andy Leisinger 
Managing Director

Managing Director of the Herald is Andy 
Leisinger. Andy is a veteran of the Catholic 
media and publishing world and has been 
with the Herald for over 12 years.

David Mills
US Senior Editor

US Senior Editor is David Mills, former 
Executive Editor of US leading Catholic 
magazine First Things. David was the  
award winning editor of Touchstone  
magazine 2003 to 2008.

James MacGuire
US Managing Editor

US managing editor is James MacGuire, 
James is a well known author and 
journalist in the US Catholic media world 
and the author or co-author of 14 books.

Constance Watson
Assistant Editor, Books & Arts

Assistant Editor (Books & Arts) is 
Constance Watson, formerly with The 
Spectator and Literary Review. She 
was formerly marketing and PR director 
of the Herald and is the great-grand-
daughter of Evelyn Waugh.



Our annual survey of Catholic Leaders 
of Today is regarded as the definitive 
guide to those leaders, institutions and 
companies making a difference today 
in the worlds of philanthropy, business, 
finance, education, media, politics and 
impact investment.

The Herald is also a ‘must-read’ 
in Catholic schools, universities, 

seminaries and religious institutions 
with discounted copies for institutions. 
The Herald is sent to a VIP list of senior 
clergy, executives and influencers 
at leading charities, religious/social 
justice think tanks, print media and  
TV/radio organisations, heads of 
religious orders (USA and UK) and 
global NGO’s. 

Through our unique access to religious 
and business leaders (both lay and 
clergy), politicians, charity leaders, 
impact investment financial advisers and 
media in the UK and USA, the Catholic 
Herald plays a prominent role as an 
ethical influencer, especially in the charity 
and financial sector where ‘impact 

investment’ and Catholic Social  
Teaching is now increasingly important. 

At a time when so much religious 
information and experience is consumed 
online – including weekly worship and 
sermons – the Herald is a world leading 
digital platform to promote charity and 
ethical investment messaging. 

Leading impact 
investment messaging

Must read for religious, 
education & charity  
sector leaders 

believe every word of what they 
told me then.”

Eugene O’Neill 
1888-1953

Winner of the Nobel prize, and 
a four-time winner of the Pulitzer 
prize, O’Neill confessed to a nun in 
a letter that “for the past 20 years 
almost, (although I was brought up 
a Catholic, naturally, and educated 
until 13 in Catholic schools), I have 
had no Faith.” O’Neill accepted 
his identity as a lapsed Catholic, 
yet affirmed that his artistry was 
sustained by the “search for God”. 
The author of Long Day’s Journey 
into Night, Beyond the Horizon, 
and The Iceman Cometh, O’Neill 
depicted Catholic characters in 
The Fountain.

Allan Scott 
born 1939

A former whisky executive, 
born in Elgin on Scotland’s 
Moray coast, the award-winning 
screenwriter and producer has 
worked on dozens of films and TV 
programmes over a nearly 60-year 
career. Scott most recently came 
to fame with the Netflix hit The 
Queen’s Gambit. The series, which 
nabbed two Golden Globes, about 
the chess prodigy Beth Harmon 
and her struggle with drug and 
alcohol dependency, strikes a 
Catholic note in its examination  
of sin and redemption.

John Patrick Shanley
born 1950

Catholic raised and schooled 
(St Anthony’s Grammar School 
and then Cardinal Spellman High 
School), Shanley had much fodder 
for Doubt, his play which won a 
Pulitzer prize. Shanley said one of 
the reasons he wrote the play was 
that “debate has become the form 
of communication… There is no 
room or value placed on doubt, 

which is one of the hallmarks of 
the wise man.” He received an 
Academy Award for Moonstruck. 
Shanley recalls attending Mass as 
a child, and wanting to interject his 
own interpretation of the Gospel 
reading during the priest’s homily; 
“Very basic objection, or desire 
to put my two cents in – is kind of 
the drive that led me to become a 
playwright in the first place.”

Charles Sturridge
born 1951

The English director and 
screenwriter made his name 
internationally for his work 
directing the 11-part television 
adaptation for the BBC of 
Brideshead Revisited, which won 
17 awards, including two Golden 
Globes and six Baftas. Educated 

at the Catholic boarding school 
Stonyhurst College and University 
College, Oxford, he started out as 
an actor with the National Youth 
Theatre.

Orson Welles
1915-1985

The celebrated director of Citizen 
Kane had a complex relationship 
with his cradle-Catholic identity. 
“I try to be a Christian,” he said, 
a few years before his death, 
although he quipped “I don’t pray 
really, because I don’t want to bore 
God.” Growing up, his mother’s 
Catholicism contrasted his father’s 
agnosticism. Welles was drawn 
more to his mother’s view: “I have 
a natural sense of veneration for 
what man has aspired to beyond 
himself… It comes easily and 
instinctively to me to feel reverence 
rather than a gleeful scepticism.” 
Welles found comfort in paradox: 
“I may not be a believer, but I’m 
certainly religious. In a strange 
way, I even accept the divinity of 
Christ. The accumulation of faith 
creates its own veracity.”

Tennessee Williams
1911-1983

The Pulitzer-winning playwright 
of A Streetcar Named Desire, 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, and 
The Glass Menagerie was 
raised Episcopalian, but was 
influenced by his brother, who 
had become a Catholic. “I have 
always loved the richness of the 
Catholic ritual, the aroma of the 
incense, the splendour of the 
art,” Williams said. He converted 
in 1969, although the Jesuit 
who handled the prebaptismal 
confession called it “the shortest 
confession in history”. Although 
he admitted being more drawn to 
the aesthetics of the religion than 
its “tenets”, Williams remained a 
Catholic until his death, and was 
given a Catholic funeral.
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Fugitive, based on The Power and 
the Glory by Graham Greene – 
and the movie of his oeuvre that 
Ford thought was “perfect”. “One 
can be a fervent Catholic and hate 
sermons,” Ford said, lamenting 
that often those in the church 
“forget that Christ was a human 
being. A man.” He died holding his 
rosary beads.

Francis Ford Coppola 
born 1939

The winner of five Academy 
Awards for films including The 
Godfather and Apocalypse Now, 
Coppola has often mined his 
Catholic background for metaphor 
and material. “I decided to include 
some Catholic rituals in the movie, 
which are part of my Catholic 
heritage,” Coppola said of his 
decision to include the infamous 
baptism scene in The Godfather. In 
another of his acclaimed films, The 
Conversation, Coppola depicts his 
Catholic main character going to 
confession and wrangling over his 
guilt. The disparity between belief 
and action seemed, to Coppola, 
“very Catholic to me, to do one 
thing and yet believe another”.

Alec Guinness 
1914-2000

The Oscar-winning actor, most 
recognisable as Obi Wan Kenobi 
in Star Wars, began his career on 
the London stage. After a stint in 
the Royal Navy in the war, during 
which time he considered entering 
the Anglican clergy, he made it to 

the silver screen, where he worked 
frequently with director David Lean 
in numerous films, including The 
Bridge Over the River Kwai, for 
which he won his Oscar. While 
filming Father Brown in Burgundy, 
he was mistaken for a priest by 
a local boy, who took him (in full 
garb as he was) for the real deal. 
Moved by the trust the boy had in 
him, he wrote that it allowed him 
to shake off his “long-absorbed 
prejudices” about the faith. When 
his son Matthew was taken ill 
with polio in 1956, he prayed 
daily for him at a local church. On 
Matthew’s recovery, he and his 
wife converted. 

Alfred Hitchcock 
1899-1980

Alfred Hitchcock was a director, 
producer, screenwriter and one of 
the greatest filmmakers of all time. 
He was born to a disciplinarian 
father and a cosseting mother 
in east London, both recurring 
figures in his work. The guilt and 

fear of his psychological thrilers 
play alongside the recurring theme 
of imprisoned innocent, public 
virtue and private dysfunction, 
toying with the Catholic psyche. 
But the moral universe that his 
films occupy are wholly secular. 
His staunch lifelong Catholicism, 
heavily influenced by his Irish 
heritage and the Jesuits who 
schooled him, he kept utterly 
private.

Neil Jordan 
born 1950

Neil Jordan is an award-winning 
Irish film director, screenwriter, 
novelist and short-story writer. He 
won an Academy Award for his 
psychological thriller The Crying 
Game (1992). He is known for his 
atmospheric and often violent 
films, examining themes of love 
and betrayal. Deeply religious in 
childhood, Jordan has described 
himself as neither a good or 
bad Irish Catholic. But his work 
is littered with the heritage of 
Catholic thought. The “dark 
Catholic guilt” he portrayed in 
Interview with the Vampire (1994) 
and Byzantium (2012) complement 
the lavish and tempestuous HBO 
series The Borgias. 

Peter Morgan 
born 1963

Peter Morgan is a controversial 
British screenwriter and playwright 
most famous for The Queen 
(2006), Frost/Nixon (2008) and the 
hugely popular ongoing Netflix 

series The Crown. His mother 
was a Catholic Pole and his father 
a German Jew. He was raised 
Catholic and attended Downside 
School. Morgan was appointed 
CBE in the 2016 New Year 
Honours. He has five children with 
Lila Schwarzenburg, from whom 
he is now divorced.

Paul Morrissey 
born 1938

Morrissey was a member of 
Andy Warhol’s Catholic-rich 
inner circle, along with Natasha 
Fraser-Cavassoni, Fred Hughes, 
Christopher Makos, Vincent 
Fremont and Bob Colacello, who 
said he has “never met anyone 
more stereotypically Irish Catholic”. 
He attended Catholic schools, 
elementary through to college, 
and says that parochial education 
was “the best thing that ever 
happened to me.” His reserved, 
conservative views might have 
seemed a contrast to the artists 
who surrounded Warhol, but as 
a director, Morrissey relished 
experimentation in film, pushing 
boundaries of style and sexuality. 
He disliked the post-conciliar turn 
of Mass: “It’s appalling to see the 
hippie service they give with all that 
English and holding hands and the 
chalice of wine.” Yet still, Morrissey 
affirmed of his Catholic rearing: 
“Now I see it was wonderful. I still 
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believe every word of what they 
told me then.”

Eugene O’Neill 
1888-1953

Winner of the Nobel prize, and 
a four-time winner of the Pulitzer 

prize, O’Neill confessed to a nun in 

a letter that “for the past 20 years 

almost, (although I was brought up 

a Catholic, naturally, and educated 

until 13 in Catholic schools), I have 

had no Faith.” O’Neill accepted 
his identity as a lapsed Catholic, 

yet affirmed that his artistry was 

sustained by the “search for God”. 

The author of Long Day’s Journey 

into Night, Beyond the Horizon, 
and The Iceman Cometh, O’Neill 

depicted Catholic characters in 
The Fountain.

Allan Scott 
born 1939

A former whisky executive, 
born in Elgin on Scotland’s 
Moray coast, the award-winning 

screenwriter and producer has 
worked on dozens of films and TV 

programmes over a nearly 60-year 

career. Scott most recently came 

to fame with the Netflix hit The 
Queen’s Gambit. The series, which 

nabbed two Golden Globes, about 

the chess prodigy Beth Harmon 

and her struggle with drug and 
alcohol dependency, strikes a 
Catholic note in its examination  
of sin and redemption.

John Patrick Shanley
born 1950

Catholic raised and schooled 
(St Anthony’s Grammar School 
and then Cardinal Spellman High 

School), Shanley had much fodder 

for Doubt, his play which won a 
Pulitzer prize. Shanley said one of 

the reasons he wrote the play was 

that “debate has become the form 

of communication… There is no 

room or value placed on doubt, 

which is one of the hallmarks of 
the wise man.” He received an 
Academy Award for Moonstruck. 

Shanley recalls attending Mass as 

a child, and wanting to interject his 

own interpretation of the Gospel 

reading during the priest’s homily; 

“Very basic objection, or desire 
to put my two cents in – is kind of 

the drive that led me to become a 

playwright in the first place.”

Charles Sturridge
born 1951

The English director and 
screenwriter made his name 
internationally for his work 
directing the 11-part television 
adaptation for the BBC of 
Brideshead Revisited, which won 

17 awards, including two Golden 

Globes and six Baftas. Educated 

at the Catholic boarding school 
Stonyhurst College and University 

College, Oxford, he started out as 

an actor with the National Youth 

Theatre.

Orson Welles
1915-1985

The celebrated director of Citizen 

Kane had a complex relationship 

with his cradle-Catholic identity. 

“I try to be a Christian,” he said, 
a few years before his death, 
although he quipped “I don’t pray 

really, because I don’t want to bore 

God.” Growing up, his mother’s 
Catholicism contrasted his father’s 

agnosticism. Welles was drawn 
more to his mother’s view: “I have 

a natural sense of veneration for 

what man has aspired to beyond 

himself… It comes easily and 
instinctively to me to feel reverence 

rather than a gleeful scepticism.” 

Welles found comfort in paradox: 

“I may not be a believer, but I’m 
certainly religious. In a strange 
way, I even accept the divinity of 

Christ. The accumulation of faith 

creates its own veracity.”

Tennessee Williams
1911-1983

The Pulitzer-winning playwright 
of A Streetcar Named Desire, 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, and 
The Glass Menagerie was 
raised Episcopalian, but was 
influenced by his brother, who 
had become a Catholic. “I have 
always loved the richness of the 

Catholic ritual, the aroma of the 
incense, the splendour of the 
art,” Williams said. He converted 

in 1969, although the Jesuit 
who handled the prebaptismal 
confession called it “the shortest 

confession in history”. Although 
he admitted being more drawn to 

the aesthetics of the religion than 

its “tenets”, Williams remained a 

Catholic until his death, and was 

given a Catholic funeral.
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ABDELLA IS SHATTERED, 
EXHAUSTED, PHYSICALLY 

DEVASTATED. BUT HE 
MUST KEEP WALKING.

Abdella lives in an extremely remote and mountainous part of Ethiopia. He spends nearly all 
his time collecting water just to keep his family alive. He has no time to lead the life he wants.

Give today to improve access to water for our sisters and brothers around  
the world and to provide other vital support at: cafod.org.uk/lent 
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Jay McInerney
born 1955

“I think I’ve been trying to prove I’m 
a really bad guy for 20 years, that 
I’m not a mother’s boy. But part of 
me is stuck with being a Catholic 
boy who is slightly shocked by 
things,” McInerney has admitted. 
Although celebrated books like 
Bright Lights, Big City are largely 
absent of his Catholic background, 
collections like The Last Bachelor 
dramatise lapsed Catholic lives (his 
characters often talk of residual 
faith, while the non-Catholic 
characters joke: “That’s what I’ve 
always envied about Catholicism. 
The idea that you can go into a 
little booth and cleanse your soul.”)

Thomas Pynchon
born 1937

At Cornell, young Pynchon was 
described by close friends as 
“very Catholic”, and a regular Mass 
attendant who “confessed, though 
to what would be a mystery”. From 
his first novel, V., through many of 
his other works, Pynchon exists as 
a Catholic satirist; a Jesuit jester 
of sorts. Staggeringly talented at 
the sentence level and endlessly 
creative, Pynchon has written of a 
Jesuit priest who ministers to rats 
in the sewers of New York City, 
and of a global postal conspiracy 
that might pass through the 
Vatican. “Why is everyone so 
interested in texts?” asks a 
character in The Crying of Lot 
49, imbuing an exegetical sense 
to Pynchon’s labyrinthine plots 
– indicative of a writer who sees 
both divine patterns and absurdity 
in our existence.

Piers Paul Read
born 1941

Paul Read has been a front-rank 
Catholic novelist ever since the 
1960s. He attended Ampleforth, 
the setting of part of his 1969 
novel Monk Dawson. The son of 
the critic Sir Herbert Read, his 

mother was Catholic. He once 
shared a flat with Tom Stoppard 
in Pimlico. His novels such as A 
Married Man and A Season in the 
West all deal with Catholic and 
moral themes, with the confession 
scenes in the former (adapted 
for TV starring Anthony Hopkins) 
being among the best in modern 
literature. He is currently working 
on a history of the Roman Catholic 
Church. He is vice-president of 
the Catholic Writers Guild and has 
served on the boards of various 
Catholic charities including the 
National Catholic Library.

Michael Symmons 
Roberts
born 1963

Poet, novelist and librettist 
Michael Symmons Roberts was 
born in Preston, Lancashire. He 
went on to study philosophy and 
theology at Oxford University, 
working as a journalist before 
joining the BBC where he became 
executive producer and head 
of development for its Religion 
& Ethics department. He has 
published eight collections of 
poetry, the most recent in March 
2021, and has won the Forward 
Prize, the Costa Poetry Prize and 
the Whitbread Poetry Award. He 
has been described as a “lyric 
poet with philosophical and 
metaphysical concerns” and 
a “religious poet for a secular 
age”. The author of two novels, 
he also frequently collaborates 
with composer James MacMillan 
which has led to two BBC proms 
commissions, a number of musical 
theatre works as well as operas 
for the Royal Opera House among 
others.

Martin Scorsese
born 1942

Scorsese has directed essential 
American films across four 
decades, among them Mean 
Streets, Taxi Driver, The Last 
Temptation of Christ, Goodfellas, 

Clockwise from top left: 
David Lodge, Michael 
Symmons Roberts, 
Piers Paul Reed, Donna 
Tartt, Martin Scorsese, 
Jay McInerney, James 
MacMillan, Antonia 
Fraser and Bruce 
Springsteen
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Donna Tartt 
born 1963

American author Donna Tartt 
published her first novel, The 
Secret History, aged just 28 after 
receiving an advance of $450,000 
from her publishers. Described as 
a “murder mystery in reverse”, the 
book was on the New York Times 
bestseller list for 13 weeks and 
has since become an international 
bestseller and cult classic, having 
been translated into 30 languages. 
A practicing Catholic, Tartt was 
a bookish child, born and bred 
in Mississippi. She had her first 
sonnet published aged 13 and 
studied writing at Bennington 
College, Vermont, where she 
became friends with classmate 
Bret Easton Ellis. Her much-
awaited third and most recent 
novel, The Goldfinch,  
won her the Pulitzer prize for 

100CATHOLIC 
WRITERS  
& ARTISTS

Our list brings together the brightest and best artistic whizzes, wordsmiths, musicians and 
players of the last century, whose Catholic faith – or loss of it – has defined their careers. 

Edited by Olenka Hamilton

fiction in 2014. She is five feet tall, 
shy and reclusive and lives alone, 
and does not take part in book 
tours or give talks.

Lady Antonia Fraser
born 1932

Lady Antonia Fraser the author 
of multiple histories, biographies 
and and works of fiction, including 
a series of detective novels. She 
converted to Catholicism of her 
own volition aged 14 following her 
parents, the Earl and Countess of 
Longford. As a pupil at St Mary’s 
School Ascot, she recalls insisting 
on “going to confession in front of 
the whole school”. She says that 
Catholicism has opened doors for 
her in her career. “I would never 
have written Mary, Queen of Scots 
had I not been a Catholic, or The 
Gunpowder Plot.” In 2019, she 
published her most recent history, 

Living Top 10 The King and the Catholics: The 
Fight for Rights, on the 1829 
emancipation of Catholics, which 
won her the Catholic Herald book 
award. Her histories are eminently 
readable and meticulously 
researched.

David Lodge
born 1935 

The author, playwright and literary 
critic is famed for his trilogy of 
novels satirising academic life. 
After a stint of national service, 
he entered full-time academia, 
becoming a professor of English 
literature at Birmingham University. 
Though a self-described “agnostic 
Catholic”, Lodge drew inspiration 
from fellow English Catholics 
like Graham Greene. To read 
his novels chronologically, he 
once said, is to see an orthodox 
Catholic become “less and less 
so as time went on”. A close friend 
with Malcolm Bradbury, who 
greatly influenced his work, he 
was once asked to settle a bet by 
stating whether he and Bradbury 
were the same person. 

James MacMillan
born 1959 

The Scottish composer’s works 
are permeated by his faith and 
include settings of the foundational 
liturgical and scriptural texts. He 
has composed several Masses, 
including for the visit to Britain 
of Pope Benedict XVI; oratorios, 
including his most recent 
Christmas Oratorio; a setting 
of The Passion of St John and 
another of St Luke Passion; and 
recently he composed a version 
of Spem in Alium after Thomas 
Tallis. He and his wife are lay 
Dominicans. He is eloquent in 
expounding his faith and has 
done his best to counter the 
secularism of contemporary music 
critics who ignore or downplay 
the religious component of the 
work of historical composers. His 
series on BBC Radio 4 on Faith 
in Music concluded with the work 
of the Jewish composer Leonard 
Bernstein. He is one of the most 
outspoken and articulate Catholics 
in British public life. He was made 
a knight bachelor in 2015.
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Jay McInerney
born 1955

“I think I’ve been trying to prove I’m 
a really bad guy for 20 years, that 
I’m not a mother’s boy. But part of 
me is stuck with being a Catholic 
boy who is slightly shocked by 
things,” McInerney has admitted. 
Although celebrated books like 
Bright Lights, Big City are largely 
absent of his Catholic background, 
collections like The Last Bachelor 
dramatise lapsed Catholic lives (his 
characters often talk of residual 
faith, while the non-Catholic 
characters joke: “That’s what I’ve 
always envied about Catholicism. 
The idea that you can go into a 
little booth and cleanse your soul.”)

Thomas Pynchon
born 1937

At Cornell, young Pynchon was 
described by close friends as 
“very Catholic”, and a regular Mass 
attendant who “confessed, though 
to what would be a mystery”. From 
his first novel, V., through many of 
his other works, Pynchon exists as 
a Catholic satirist; a Jesuit jester 
of sorts. Staggeringly talented at 
the sentence level and endlessly 
creative, Pynchon has written of a 
Jesuit priest who ministers to rats 
in the sewers of New York City, 
and of a global postal conspiracy 
that might pass through the 
Vatican. “Why is everyone so 
interested in texts?” asks a 
character in The Crying of Lot 
49, imbuing an exegetical sense 
to Pynchon’s labyrinthine plots 
– indicative of a writer who sees 
both divine patterns and absurdity 
in our existence.

Piers Paul Read
born 1941

Paul Read has been a front-rank 
Catholic novelist ever since the 
1960s. He attended Ampleforth, 
the setting of part of his 1969 
novel Monk Dawson. The son of 
the critic Sir Herbert Read, his 

mother was Catholic. He once 
shared a flat with Tom Stoppard 
in Pimlico. His novels such as A 
Married Man and A Season in the 
West all deal with Catholic and 
moral themes, with the confession 
scenes in the former (adapted 
for TV starring Anthony Hopkins) 
being among the best in modern 
literature. He is currently working 
on a history of the Roman Catholic 
Church. He is vice-president of 
the Catholic Writers Guild and has 
served on the boards of various 
Catholic charities including the 
National Catholic Library.

Michael Symmons 
Roberts
born 1963

Poet, novelist and librettist 
Michael Symmons Roberts was 
born in Preston, Lancashire. He 
went on to study philosophy and 
theology at Oxford University, 
working as a journalist before 
joining the BBC where he became 
executive producer and head 
of development for its Religion 
& Ethics department. He has 
published eight collections of 
poetry, the most recent in March 
2021, and has won the Forward 
Prize, the Costa Poetry Prize and 
the Whitbread Poetry Award. He 
has been described as a “lyric 
poet with philosophical and 
metaphysical concerns” and 
a “religious poet for a secular 
age”. The author of two novels, 
he also frequently collaborates 
with composer James MacMillan 
which has led to two BBC proms 
commissions, a number of musical 
theatre works as well as operas 
for the Royal Opera House among 
others.

Martin Scorsese
born 1942

Scorsese has directed essential 
American films across four 
decades, among them Mean 
Streets, Taxi Driver, The Last 
Temptation of Christ, Goodfellas, 

Clockwise from top left: 
David Lodge, Michael 
Symmons Roberts, 
Piers Paul Reed, Donna 
Tartt, Martin Scorsese, 
Jay McInerney, James 
MacMillan, Antonia 
Fraser and Bruce 
Springsteen
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lines: “What can the dove of Jesus 
give / You now but wisdom, exile? 
Stand and live, / The dove has 
brought an olive branch to eat.”

George Mackay Brown 
1921-1996 

George Mackay Brown was 
a Scottish poet, author and 
dramatist whose work has a 
distinctly Orcadian character. 
The youngest of six children, he 
lived most of his life in the town 
of Stromness in the Orkney 
islands, which he hardly left, and 
suffered bouts of ill health after 
surviving tuberculosis. He drank 
heavily. Nonetheless, he achieved 
international renown in his lifetime 
and was admired by the likes of 
Seamus Heaney and Ted Hughes. 
He was very much concerned with 

his religious beliefs throughout 
his life and was received into the 
Catholic church in 1961. He was 
also an accomplished novelist 
(shortlisted for the 1994 Booker 
Prize for Beside the Ocean of Time) 
and a master of the short story. 

Hope Mirrlees 
1887-1978

A translator, poet and novelist, 
Mirlees is best known for her 
fantasy novel Lud-in-the-Mist and 
Paris: A Poem. The 600-line poem 
traces a walk in the streets of 
Paris, complete with posters and 
plaques, in the aftermath of the 
First World War, and is described 
as “modernism’s lost masterpiece” 
by critic Julia Briggs. A close friend 
of Virginia Woolf and TS Eliot, 
scholars cite her as an influence 
on their work. While studying at 
Cambridge, she studied under 
and became the companion of 
renowned classicist Jane Harrison, 
living with her from Harrison’s 
retirement in 1922 until her death in 
1928. Prior to going to Cambridge, 
she had been presented at court 
and dabbled in acting at RADA.

Siegfried Sassoon 
1886-1967

Sassoon is best remembered 
for his angry and compassionate 
poems about the First World 
War, which brought him public 
and critical acclaim. Avoiding the 
sentimentality and jingoism of 
many war poets, Sassoon wrote of 
the horror and brutality of trench 

warfare and contemptuously 
satirised generals, politicians and 
churchmen for their incompetence 
and blind support of the war. He 
was also well known as a novelist 
and political commentator. He 
converted to Catholicism in 1957, 
the same year he was awarded 
the Queen’s medal for poetry. His 
collection Sequences was said 
to “constitute some of the most 
impressive religious poetry of this 
century”.

Edith Sitwell 
1887-1964

Edith Sitwell was a poet, eccentric 
and critic, the eldest of three 
literary siblings – her brothers 
were Sacheverell and Osbert. 
Some of her poetry was abstract 
and some set to music by, among 
others, Benjamin Britten. She 
was a striking figure with her 
angular features, bold jewellery 
and distinctive costume and was 
sometimes regarded as a poseur. 
Her personal life was unhappy and 
she wrote in 1948 that Graham 
Greene’s The Heart of the Matter 
“may prevent me from committing 
suicide”. She became a Catholic 
in 1955, with Evelyn Waugh as 
her godfather. Until that point she 
had been driven to despair by the 
illness of her brother and alienation 
from the modern world; conversion 
made her happier than before.

Above: Edith Sitwell. Below from left: 
Alfred Noyes, Siegfried Sassoon,  
Hope Mirrlees, Robert Lowell and 
Seamus Heaney

Edith Sitwell 
became a Catholic 
in 1955, with  
Evelyn Waugh as 
her godfather. She  
had been driven to 
despair. Conversion 
made her happier
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The Irishman and Silence, an 
adaptation of the Catholic novel 
by Shūsaku Endō. Few American 
directors have been so profoundly 
formed by – and developed their 
storytelling power through – the 
Catholic faith. His first film, from 
1957, Who’s That Knocking at 
My Door, included his mother’s 
actual Madonna and Child from 
her bedroom—although Scorsese 
notes that his grandparents 
were more devout and Mass-
going. When Scorsese began 
attending Mass himself, it seemed 
“theatrical” to him, and he became 
enamoured with the priesthood 
as a vocation, attending seminary 
for some months. His Hollywood 
vocation, though, is inextricable 
from his Catholic search: “It’s 
always in you,” he has said. “My 
search for faith has never really 
ended from when I became aware 
that there was such a thing as 
faith and started to look at how  
it’s acted out in your daily life.”

Bruce Springsteen
born 1949

“Got down on my knees / 
Grabbed my pen and bowed my 
head / Tried to summon all that 
my heart finds true / And send it 
in my letter to you” – rock lyrics 
that are not merely analogous to 
religion, they are charged by a 
profound Catholic sensibility and 
a lifelong experience of faith. A 
cradle Catholic, Springsteen spent 
“eight formative years in Catholic 
school”, and felt the pangs of 
doubt—of the institutional church, 
“but not my faith”, which defined 
“my writing, affecting the language 
that I wrote in and the themes I 
wrote about”. From “Born to Run” 
and “Tunnel of Love” to “Letter to 
You”, he writes of love, loss and 
despair with an energy that feels 
downright liturgical. “I consider 
myself primarily a spiritual song 
writer,” he says. “I make music  
that wants to address your soul.”

John Berryman
1914-1972

“You have come to my rescue 
again & again / in my impassable, 
sometimes despairing years,” 
Berryman wrote, referencing 
his perennial struggles with 
alcoholism, “and I believe as 
fixedly in the Resurrection-
appearances to Peter & to Paul / 
as I believe I sit in this blue chair.” 
A cradle Catholic who served as 
an altar boy and attended Catholic 
elementary school, Berryman had 
a particular affinity for Pope John 
XXIII, and wrote of weeping upon 
the pontiff’s death. A devotee 
of Gerard Manley Hopkins, the 
Pulitzer prize-winning Berryman 
never truly strayed from his faith, 
the lamplight in his struggle 
against addiction: “I would rather 
not be lost from You — / if I could 
hear of a middle ground, I’d opt: // 
a decent if minute salvation, sort 
of, on some fringe.”

Roy Campbell
1901-1957

Ignatius Royston Dunnachie 
Campbell – better known as Roy 
Campbell – was a South African 
poet, literary translator, war poet, 
and satirist. He moved to Oxford 
from South Africa aged 18. Highly 
rated by his peers who included 
TS Eliot, Dylan Thomas, and 
Edith Sitwell, it is thought that 
he is less well-known because 
of his support for unfashionable 
causes. His The Georgiad, for 
example, was a scathing attack 
on the Bloomsbury group, whom 
he called “intellectuals without 
intellect”. The same book, 
however, addressed Campbell’s 
rejection of post-war pessimism 

and placed him beside others 
such as Eliot and Waugh who 
were similarly seeking glimmers 
of philosophical light amidst the 
gloom. Campbell converted to 
Catholicism in Spain just before 
the start of the civil war, but 
escaped with his wife unscathed.

Seamus Heaney 
1939-2013

Indisputably one of the major 
poets of the 20th century, Heaney 
was a native of Northern Ireland, 
brought up Catholic on a farm 
in County Derry. Life in rural 
Ireland and Irish political struggles 
inspired much of his work, as did 
Irish mythology. He was the author 
of over 20 volumes of poetry and 
criticism, and edited several widely 
used anthologies. He won the 
Nobel prize in literature in 1995 
“for works of lyrical beauty and 
ethical depth, which exalt everyday 
miracles and the living past”. 
Heaney taught at Harvard and 
Oxford universities.

Elizabeth Jennings 
1926-2001 

Elizabeth Jennings was an artist 
born in Boston, Lincolnshire. 
She moved to Oxford when she 
was six, spending the rest of 
her life there. Her intensely felt 
Catholicism marks her work, 
and intensified as the years 
progressed. After she won the 
Somerset Maugham award for her 
book A Way of Looking, published 
in 1955, she spent the prize money 
on a three-month trip to Rome, 
adding further religious elements 
to her writing. Drawing on personal 
themes, including a bout of severe 
mental illness, her poems dwell 

Poets on love, religion and death. A 
prolific poet, she was dubbed the 
“bag lady of the sonnets” by the 
tabloids and was honoured by the 
Queen in 1992.

Patrick Kavanagh 
1904-1957

Patrick Kavanagh was an Irish 
poet and novelist. Mary Kenny 
wrote in this paper that he was 
“probably the most identifiably 
Catholic of modern Irish writers… 
a quixotic Bohemian who drank, 
gambled and caroused around 
Dublin during the 1950s. Kavanagh 
draws deeply on the poverty, 
and the holiness, of his native 
Monaghan soil. His autobiography 
The Green Fool depicts a world 
in which the Rosary, the Litany 
of the Saints and the Hail Holy 
Queen accompanied human 
preoccupations, including money, 
cattle and neighbourly malice. 
Kavanagh, despite (or because 
of) a rackety life, remained a 
committed Catholic all his life, and 
after he died, three priests (Fathers 
Tom Stack, Austin Flannery and 
Cyril Barrett SJ) blessed his 
sculptured replica by the banks of 
Dublin’s main canal.” 

Robert Lowell 
1917-1977

“You were a road over a dark 
stream,” Lowell wrote to the priest 
who offered spiritual instruction 
on the way to his conversion in 
1941. He became a daily Mass 
attendant and was devoted to 
recitation of the Rosary. His 
Pulitzer prize-winning volume Lord 
Weary’s Castle (1947) is steeped 
in his Catholicism. For some time, 
Lowell was the most visible—and 
perhaps most influential—poet 
in America. He later drifted from 
Catholicism, returning to the 
Episcopal faith of his childhood. 
One of his Catholic poems was 
read at his funeral, including the 
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lines: “What can the dove of Jesus 
give / You now but wisdom, exile? 
Stand and live, / The dove has 
brought an olive branch to eat.”

George Mackay Brown 
1921-1996 

George Mackay Brown was 
a Scottish poet, author and 
dramatist whose work has a 
distinctly Orcadian character. 
The youngest of six children, he 
lived most of his life in the town 
of Stromness in the Orkney 
islands, which he hardly left, and 
suffered bouts of ill health after 
surviving tuberculosis. He drank 
heavily. Nonetheless, he achieved 
international renown in his lifetime 
and was admired by the likes of 
Seamus Heaney and Ted Hughes. 
He was very much concerned with 

his religious beliefs throughout 
his life and was received into the 
Catholic church in 1961. He was 
also an accomplished novelist 
(shortlisted for the 1994 Booker 
Prize for Beside the Ocean of Time) 
and a master of the short story. 

Hope Mirrlees 
1887-1978

A translator, poet and novelist, 
Mirlees is best known for her 
fantasy novel Lud-in-the-Mist and 
Paris: A Poem. The 600-line poem 
traces a walk in the streets of 
Paris, complete with posters and 
plaques, in the aftermath of the 
First World War, and is described 
as “modernism’s lost masterpiece” 
by critic Julia Briggs. A close friend 
of Virginia Woolf and TS Eliot, 
scholars cite her as an influence 
on their work. While studying at 
Cambridge, she studied under 
and became the companion of 
renowned classicist Jane Harrison, 
living with her from Harrison’s 
retirement in 1922 until her death in 
1928. Prior to going to Cambridge, 
she had been presented at court 
and dabbled in acting at RADA.

Siegfried Sassoon 
1886-1967

Sassoon is best remembered 
for his angry and compassionate 
poems about the First World 
War, which brought him public 
and critical acclaim. Avoiding the 
sentimentality and jingoism of 
many war poets, Sassoon wrote of 
the horror and brutality of trench 

warfare and contemptuously 
satirised generals, politicians and 
churchmen for their incompetence 
and blind support of the war. He 
was also well known as a novelist 
and political commentator. He 
converted to Catholicism in 1957, 
the same year he was awarded 
the Queen’s medal for poetry. His 
collection Sequences was said 
to “constitute some of the most 
impressive religious poetry of this 
century”.

Edith Sitwell 
1887-1964

Edith Sitwell was a poet, eccentric 
and critic, the eldest of three 
literary siblings – her brothers 
were Sacheverell and Osbert. 
Some of her poetry was abstract 
and some set to music by, among 
others, Benjamin Britten. She 
was a striking figure with her 
angular features, bold jewellery 
and distinctive costume and was 
sometimes regarded as a poseur. 
Her personal life was unhappy and 
she wrote in 1948 that Graham 
Greene’s The Heart of the Matter 
“may prevent me from committing 
suicide”. She became a Catholic 
in 1955, with Evelyn Waugh as 
her godfather. Until that point she 
had been driven to despair by the 
illness of her brother and alienation 
from the modern world; conversion 
made her happier than before.

Above: Edith Sitwell. Below from left: 
Alfred Noyes, Siegfried Sassoon,  
Hope Mirrlees, Robert Lowell and 
Seamus Heaney

Edith Sitwell 
became a Catholic 
in 1955, with  
Evelyn Waugh as 
her godfather. She  
had been driven to 
despair. Conversion 
made her happier
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THE HERALD has been a voice of faith and reason since 
1888, read by popes, cardinals, presidents and prime 
ministers as well as – in the 1950s – 100,000 readers a week 
in British churches alone. 

Our intellectual pedigree includes such Catholic writers such 
writers as G.K Chesterton, JRR Tolkien, Graham Greene and 
Evelyn Waugh, as well as today’s US and UK commentators 
like Sohrab Ahmari, George Weigel, Cardinal Pell, Father 
Gerald Murray, Matthew Schmitz, Robert Royal, Chad 
Pecknold, AN Wilson, John Cornwell and Piers Paul Read. 

When Mrs Thatcher wanted to give an exclusive interview 
about her religious beliefs, she spoke to the Herald. An 
established and respected media brand like the Herald can 
act as a bold and independent cultural voice at a time the 
church and faithful are in turmoil.
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Spirited thinking 
since 1888

THE CATHOLIC HERALD is one of the world’s oldest 
and most trusted Catholic publications. We have over 
130 years of wisdom that we bring to covering the 
Church today. 
 
Our contributors over the years have included legendary 
writers like Evelyn Waugh and Graham Greene. While he 
was working on Lord of the Rings, author JRR Tolkien 
was an avid Catholic Herald reader and correspondent.

The Scottish Catholic Observer newspaper has, due 
to churches being closed in Scotland, even for prayer,  
been ‘mothballed’ since lockdown began in March 2020 
as it is distributed through Scotland’s 500 parishes. 
Although churches in England and Wales have remained 
open for private prayer in Scotland churches have 
remained closed entirely. 
 
The Catholic Herald has broken many stories in its time, 
the biggest of which was the death of Pope Pius XII 
in 1958. With Christopher Altieri as our Rome-based 
correspondent, we continue to break major stories 
today. Our hope is that this new investment will continue 
to enable us to have the resources to lead the Catholic 
intellectual debate with offices in London, Washington 
and Rome. 
 
Months before becoming British Prime Minister in 
1978, Margaret Thatcher chose the Catholic Herald to 
talk candidly about her religious philosophy. Today, the 
Catholic Herald continues to set the news agenda for 
the church and regularly breaks world exclusives. In 
January 2021, for example, the Herald ran an extract 
from Cardinal Pell’s Prison Journal with an introduction 
by George Weigel. 

Our heritage

Evelyn 
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Graham 
Greene

JRR 
Tolkien

7



IN 2021, digital subscriptions rose 
by 300%. In addition to our print/
digital subscribers, and our ‘controlled 
circulation’ list of religious, impact 
investment fund managers and charity 
sector leaders, the Herald is returning 
to selling in selected churches and 
cathedrals from April 2021. 
Our estimated print readership for 2021 
is 15,000 per monthly issue, with another 
500,000 plus digital page views per 
month. 

The Catholic Herald readership,  
across digital and print, is diverse.  
Our readers are:
●  The majority are ABCs,  

educated and affluent 
● 90% AB1 group 
●  70% support a charity and  

donate to charities

Catholic Herald Monthly  
Print Magazine (founded 1888)

Catholic Herald Website  
www.catholicherald.co.uk
●  News, analysis, opinions,  

reviews and features
● Historical archives (1935-2011)
●  Digital replicas of the magazine 

(2011-current) 
● Newsletters and podcasts
● Special reports

In-person events 
Including book awards, carol concerts, 
pilgrimages and a summer garden party

Magnificat Prayer Guide  
Exclusive distribution of  
Magnificat in the UK

Total 14,000 subscribers including 
Magnificat. Our aim is to expand this 
to 100,000 with a readership of several 
hundred thousand, including key Catholic 
influencers around the world. 

IN APRIL 2020, the Catholic Herald 
installed its first direct-to-consumer 
paywall, which allowed readers to 
subscribe to either a digital subscription 
or a digital + print subscription. 

Between April and December, digital 
subscriptions grew to 1,500 – with 40% 
of those coming from the US and 60% 
coming from the UK. Overall, the Herald 
has almost 5,000 direct subscribers 
– which does not include parish or 
newsstand/wholesale distribution.   

Website Stats
●  500,000+ page views per month  

(depending on paywall settings,  
was 1.5 million before paywall)

●  30,000 registered subscribers  
(this does not include the 5,000  
paying subs)

Newsletters and Social Media Stats
●  24,000 Catholic Herald newsletter 

subscribers
● 88,000 Twitter followers
● 68,000 Facebook followers
● 4,500 Instagram followers

Our readers Existing 
products

Our readers 
current 
statistics
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In November and December the 
Catholic Herald will publish a two-part 
homelessness special in order to raise 
awareness of the problem and highlight 
what is being done and what can be done 
to help those who find themselves living 
on the streets with nowhere to turn to. 
In 2019 Shelter estimated that 280,000 
people were homeless in England, a figure 
which is expected to have risen since 
Covid.

Luckily, there are hundreds of charities 
in Britain which are devoted to getting 
these people off the streets and helping 
them to turn their lives around, be that 
through providing them with a roof over 
their heads, offering them counselling 
for drug and alcohol addiction or past 
traumas which may have led them to 
lose their homes, or training them up 
to re-enter the job market. Some of 
these charities offer a comprehensive 
service, such as Crisis, while others 
are more specialised, such as Art and 

Homelessness International or Veterans 
Aid. Our special report will profile 20 
of the leading UK (and 10 international 
charities, incuding US) which we believe 
are doing excellent work in the homeless 
space, along with interviewing CEOs or 
spokespeople for these charities. 

Our special report will also include a 
number of articles on homelessness and 
interviews with experts. For our November 
report, for example, special reports editor 
Olenka Hamilton interviews two formerly 
homeless men, who rebuilt their lives 
through art. Other articles will include 
an interview by Catholic philanthropist 
John Studzinski about his work with 
The Passage, the London-based 
homelessness charity started by Cardinal 
Basil Hume at Westminster Cathedral. 
We will also interview former Minister for 
Civil Society Brooks Newmark, who now 
sits on the government’s Rough sleeper 
advisory panel, about what he has learnt 
in his 20 years as a homeless campaigner.

Homelessness supplement, special  
report: November and December 2022

58  CATHOLIC HERALD  ●  DECEMBER 2021

former rough sleepers who have 
debilitating health problems 
more commonly associated with 
pensioners. Among its many 
services is a regular outreach 
programme at Heathrow airport 
to help those sleeping rough 
at Terminals 2 to 5 and the bus 
station, which was ramped up 
during Covid. thamesreach.org.uk

Veterans Aid
International

Veterans Aid helps ex-servicemen 
and women in crisis, dealing with 
all the factors that contribute 
to crisis – significantly those 
leading to homelessness. “The 
endgame is always to enable 
sustainable, independent living, 
but the interventions necessary 
to achieve this can involve days, 
weeks, months or even years of 
investment,” the charity explains. 

Veterans Aid may start by 
providing food, new clothing and 
shelter, before offering counselling, 
drink and drug rehabilitation and 
medical treatment. Further support 
involves education, retraining or 
the acquisition of a new skill. Help 
is given to find work and, when 
they are deemed ready, individuals 
are helped to move into new 

people in England. It provides one-
to-one support to members and 
other homelessness organisations 
that work directly with homeless 
people. Their work involves looking 
for good practice in the sector and 
sharing it with others to boost the 
quality of work they do, as well as 
representing the homelessness 
sector in local, regional and 
national government, “advocating 
policy change that will help end 
homelessness in England”.  

A recent campaign by 
Homeless Link has been against 
the new changes to immigration 
rules which will mean that rough 
sleeping becomes ground for 
refusing or cancelling a person’s 
leave to remain in the UK. The  
new rules, they argue, make it near 
impossible to end homelessness 
in Britain. 

Shelter
UK-side

Founded in 1966, Shelter is one 
of Britain’s most high-profile 
homelessness charities. It 
campaigns to end homelessness 
and works closely with the 
government to tackle the roots of 
homelessness, such as soaring 
rents, which have led to a huge 

homes – furnished and decorated 
by Veterans Aid. The charity was 
established in 1932 (then called 
EFC – the Embankment Fellowship 
Centre) as a direct response to the 
homelessness caused by poverty 
and unemployment among the 
ex-service community in London. 
veterans-aid.net

The Whitechapel Centre
Liverpool

Founded in 1975, The Whitechapel 
centre is a dynamic local charity 
in Liverpool with a reputation for 
getting things done. The charity 
has an outreach programme to 
help rough sleepers and street 
drinkers as well as a drop-in  
centre for those who want a  
meal or a shower or need help 
with finding a hostel vacancy.  
It also helps with resettlement, 
for example with rehousing older 
people who need somewhere 
more suitable to live. Homeless 
families are also a big focus at 
the centre which offers a variety 
of services from accommodation 
at its Yates Court facility to 
homework clubs and craft 
sessions at its dedicated  
Belvidere Family Centre.  
whitechapelcentre.co.uk CH

dearth of affordable housing.  
The charity also gives out 

specialist advice, information and 
advocacy to people who need 
help with a range of problems  
from improving housing conditions 
to finding work.

During the height of Covid, 
Shelter supported a campaign 
to ban evictions which was 
successful and extended multiple 
times throughout the period.

The charity raised £60.9 million 
in 2016-17. shelter.org.uk

Thames Reach
London 

Thames Reach is London-based 
and helps men and women of all 
ages. It predominantly provides 
frontline services to homeless 
people or those in danger of 
becoming homeless, but it is 
also known for its successful 
campaigns and extensive research 
programmes.

One well-known campaign was 
against giving money to beggars 
who, Thames Reach claimed, 
tend to spend it on drugs and 
alcohol. Another big campaign 
launched in 2007 was to highlight 
the problems faced by the “young 
olds” – vulnerable, middle-aged, 

Thames Reach

Homeless Link
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Barnabus
Manchester

Barnabus was started in 1991 
by Peter and Beryl Green, who 
were horrified by the increasing 
number of rough sleepers on the 
streets of Manchester where they 
lived. Driven by their Christian 
faith, they started out by bringing 
sandwiches and hot coffee to 
those on the streets, an effort 
which soon attracted followers 
and a double-decker bus which 
was donated by the Maranatha 
church to help with their outreach. 
“In the Bible, Barnabas means 
encourager, and this bus did 
just that. With a lick of paint, a 
drop of oil and plenty of love, 
Barnabus was born,” the charity 
explains. Today, Barnabus runs 
the Beacon Support Centre which 

W elcome to our Christmas 
homelessness special 
which looks at ten more 
charities helping the 

homeless, rough sleepers and those in 
precarious housing situations across 
Britain. From the Cardinal Hume centre, 
which focuses on families and young 
people, to Veterans Aid which helps ex-
servicemen and women in need, each 
charity does something slightly different, 
but no less important, to the next. Never 
are they busier than around Christmas, 
so those who are moved to donate 
money or time, might consider doing 
so now. I also speak to homelessness 
campaigner Brooks Newmark and to 
experts from the various charities about 
the homelessness crisis in Britain and 
about Housing First, a ground-breaking 
system which prioritises housing over 
any other form of assistance when 
helping those without a home. Housing 
First, which will require hundreds 
of thousands of social homes to be 
built over the next decade, is thought 
by many to be the key to eradicating 
homelessness from this country almost  
if not entirely – a wonderful thought,  
but is the government up to it?

Olenka Hamilton

Ten more leading UK  
homelessness charities

Introduction
Olenka Hamilton looks at the organisations 
tackling rough sleeping and homelessness

runs four morning sessions a 
week for people to drop in and 
meet the staff who will then work 
with visitors on as long a term 
basis as necessary on benefits, 
homelessness assessments, 
access to the NHS, mental health 
services and recovery groups. 
barnabus-manchester.org.uk

Big Issue Foundation
London

The Big Issue magazine was 
launched in 1991 by Gordon 
Roddick and John Bird with the 
aim of helping rough sleepers 
on the streets of London to help 
themselves – they believed that 
this was the key to reducing the 
growing number of homelessness 
people. The model, which 
encourages individuals to buy their 

Big Issue Foundation
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magazines at 50 per cent of the 
cover price with their own money 
and then sell them on at their own 
profit or loss, continues to work 
successfully today.

To complement the self-help 
ethos of the magazine, the Big 
Issue Foundation was established 
in 1995 to support the vendors 
who have already demonstrated 
their commitment to making 
positive changes in their lives. Last 
year, the foundation supported 
over 2,000 Big Issue vendors with 
financial and wellbeing support, 
making sure that these vulnerable 
people do not fall through the 
cracks in society again. Areas 
of support include help with 
housing, finance, obtaining ID, 
health, addiction, employment and 
education, as well as devoting time 
to discussing each individual’s 
personal aspirations. 

Cardinal Hume Centre
Westminster, London

For 35 years, the Cardinal Hume 
Centre has been working to tackle 
the roots of poverty, homelessness 
and rough sleeping. The charity’s 
main focus is on helping young 

people, children and families to 
deal with the problems which 
have plunged them into the most 
difficult circumstances with the 
aim of breaking the cycle early on 
so that it does not continue into 
later life. The centre offers advice 
and active help with immigration, 
welfare benefits and housing, and 
employment and adult learning. 
It also has accommodation for 
young adults aged 16 to 24. The 
centre prides itself on its high level 
of service and offers appointment 
times which are strictly adhered 
to: no one is kept sitting around 
in waiting rooms and everyone 
is treated with respect by staff. 
cardinalhumecentre.org.uk

Centrepoint
UK-wide

Centrepoint provides 
accommodation and support to 
over 10,000 homeless people 
aged 16–25 per year. The charity 
has bases in London, Manchester, 
Yorkshire and the North East in 
addition to partnerships all over 
the UK. 

Founded by the Anglo-Catholic 
socialist priest Kenneth Leech, 

Centrepoint set up its first shelter 
in a Soho church on 16 December 
1969. Prince William is a patron, 
following in the footsteps of 
Princess Diana.

Centrepoint provides 
approximately 1,200 bed spaces 
nationwide and people can stay 
for up to two years with access 
to support services such as a 
skills and employability team 
and a mental health team. The 
charity claims that 94 per cent 
of the young people who use 
their services move into their 
own homes, reconnect with their 
families, get their first jobs or go  
to university.

Centrepoint also runs 
volunteering schemes, such as 
mentoring, which pairs a person 
with a young person for a year. It 
currently works with almost 100 
mentors. centrepoint.org.uk

Depaul 
International

Depaul helps young victims of 
homelessness and rough sleeping 
around the world, and has UK 
offices based in London, Milton 
Keynes and Greater Manchester. 

The charity is able to give 
accommodation to those who 
need it and offers support and 
mediation to vulnerable families. 
Depaul also has “progression 
coaches”, professionals who 
work alongside young people 
to encourage them to live 
independently, as well as various 
activity programmes to help with 
managing mental health problems, 
building healthy relationships and 
accessing education, employment 
and training.

The charity was founded in the 
name of St Vincent de Paul, who 
lived in France in the 17th century 
and devoted his life to helping the 
poor, sick and homeless. “He is 
often referred to as the patron 
saint of charity and today over 
150 charitable organisations, 
comprising a membership of 
two million people, claim him as 
their founder,” says the charity.   
uk.depaulcharity.org

Homeless Link
UK-wide

Homeless Link is the national 
charity supporting organisations 
working directly with homeless 

Cardinal Hume CentreDepaul

▲

HOMELESSNESS CHARITIES
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Events & 
sponsorship

EVENTS 

The Catholic Herald hosts an exciting schedule of 
events in conjunction with our faithful, fearless and fun 
editorial content. Events are both public and private, 
ticketed and open to the public. 

Examples of Catholic Herald events include: 
● Catholic Herald Summer Party – annual event
● Catholic Herald Book Awards – annual event
● Panel discussions
● In Conversation With...
● Debate series

SPONSORSHIP 

Catholic Herald is proud to work with a wide range of 
sponsors, from small businesses looking to increase 
their brand exposure to large corporate companies 
aiming to communicate with our readership. 
For more information about our events and how to 
sponsor one of our events, please contact our  
events team on events@catholicherald.co.uk  
or call +44 (0)20 7448 3605
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Advertising page rates: Print magazine

1   Double page spread  £2,750 
Run of magazine

2   Single Page full bleed    
Prime position: £1,850 
Run of magazine: £1,380 
278mm (h) x 213mm (w) 

3  Single page text area 
Prime position: £1,850 
Run of magazine: £1,380 
255mm (h) x 185mm (w) 

4  Half page vertical £800 
255mm (h) x 90mm (w)

5  Half page horizontal £800 
120mm (h) x 185mm (w)

6  Single column, full page £630 
25mm (h) x 55mm (w)

7  Double column, half page £630 
120mm (h) x 120mm (w)

8  Single column, half page £375  
120mm (h) x 55mm (w)

9    Quarter page £550  
120mm (h) x 90mm (w)

2 3

6 7 8 9

4 5
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Classifieds
1 column 43mm (w)
2 columns 90mm (w)
3 columns 137mm (w)
4 columns 185mm (w)

SCC rate £35
  

Recruitment
Online advertsing £500 per week 

Loose leaf inserts
RATE PER 1,000 
Starting at £200 for inserts below 20g

Digital  
advertising rates
MAGAZINE APP 
Premium Positions £300 per week 
1536 px wide by 2048 px deep 

CATHOLIC HERALD  
ONLINE
Leaderboard £800 per week
728 px wide by 90 px deep

Sidebar MPU £500 per week
300 px wide by 250 px deep 

Banner MPU Upper £350 per week
1290 px wide by 120 px deep 

MPU Homepage Lower £250 per week
1290 px wide by 120 px deep 

CATHOLIC HERALD  
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
Banner Ad £750 per week 
600 px wide by 150 px deep

Classifieds
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Classifieds
APPEAL

CHRISTIAN ART

UK support for Bishop Rifan of Campos, Brazil
British Friends
of Campos

(founded 2002, registered
charity no.1095044)

We support the work of Bishop Rifan in the Apostolic
Administration of St John Vianney in the diocese of Campos,

Brazil, founded by Pope St. John Paul II to celebrate
sacraments in the traditional Roman Rite.

Funds are urgently needed.
Enquires and donations to:

BFOC, 3 Marder Road, London W13 9EN.
Email camposfriends@btinternet.com

NOTICE

Notice from the Charity Commission 
Charity: Ampleforth Abbey Trust  
Special trusts in connection with the parish of Our Lady and All Saints, 
Parbold, Lancashire established by an indenture made on 20 May 1884 

The Commission proposes to make a Scheme (a legal document) for this 
charity. The Scheme will amend the objects of the charity. A copy of the 
Scheme can be seen at: www.charitycommission.gov.uk/our-regulatory-
work/how-to-comment-on-a-scheme/schemes-and-orders/ 
(If you cannot access this please call our contact centre on 0300 066 9197). 
Comments or representations on these proposals can be made to the 
Commission within one month from 17 February 2021 by completing the 
form on our website.  Please quote reference C-521569. 

From Ampleforth Abbey Trust: 
The intention is to end the Benedictine specific permanent endowment trusts and 
transfer the parish and all the parish related assets to the Archdiocese of Liverpool on 
their general charitable trusts.

 

Picture the Gospels, every day

www.Christian.Art

Subscribe for FREE 
to receive the Gospel reading of the day,  

alongside a Work of Art  
and short daily reection

Subscribe on 
www.christian.art 

Or email us at: 
info@christian.art

SACRED HEART PRAYER

NOVENA TO ST CLARE. May The Sacred Heart of Jesus be praised, adored, gloriied and loved today and everyday throughout the world 
forever. Amen. Ask St Clare for three favours and say nine Hail Marys and the above prayer for nine days with a lighted candle. Publication 
should be promised on the ninth day. Your request should be granted no matter how dificult. M. S.
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Our next edition is published in April. Booking and copy deadline for this issue is Friday March 12. Finished artwork by 5pm, Friday March 12.

COMMUNION LINEN 

Communion Linen 
The finest purificators, palls, 
corporals and lavabo towels, 

at affordable prices. Hand sewn 
by Zimbabwe Mothers’ Union 

in support of the mission 
of the Church 

Matabeleland Church Linens 
11 Margetts Close, 

Kenilworth,CVB 1EN 

Tel: 01926 853120 

email: 
matabelelinens@gmail.com

MEMORIAL CLEANINGPERSONAL

DO YOU HATE 
RETURNING FROM MASS 

TO AN EMPTY HOME? 
WOULD YOU LOVE 

TO FIND SOMEONE TO 
SHARE YOUR LIFE WITH? 

friends     
   ff‐ 
  ti 
     

     
   
      

      
    

ffti   
      

       
0208 088 2402.

MEMORIAL CLEANING 
SERVICES 

Cleaning and 
Renova ons, please 

contact 077 9958 4082. 

Pay for your rst 
memorial cleaning 
and get the second 

cleaning service 
half price.

THANKSGIVING

Grateful thanks to St 
Expeditus for good news 
sent in response to prayer. 
F. N.

VOCATIONS

ONE VILLAGE SOAP

A Life of Prayer 
Are you called to the 

Benedictine life of Divine 
Praise and Eucharistic 

adoration, for the Church? 
Contact the Tyburn Nuns. 

Adorers of the Sacred Heart, 
Mother Marilla, 8 Hyde Park 

Place, London W2 2LJ. 
Tel 020 7723 7262.

SACRED HEART PRAYER

May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, gloriied, 
loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and 
forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus 
pray for us. St Jude, worker of 
miracles, pray for us. St Jude, 
help of the hopeless, pray for 
us. Amen. Say this prayer nine 
times a day, by the ninth day 
your prayer should be 
answered. I have never known 
it to fail. Publication should be 
promised. Thank you St Jude 
and St Anthony for all prayers 
answered. Please continue to 
look after us. J.T.

DEATH NOTICE

GARVAN, Evelyn Mary DC*HS, aged 92 
Beloved mother, grandmother and great grandmother passed 
away on 15th January 2021. 
A private funeral mass took place on the 11th February 2021. 
Donation if desired to Alzheimer’s Society via Funeral Directors 
https://www.cpjield.co.uk/services/81853 
Funeral Arrangements by Ballard and Shortall.

MEMORIAL CARDS

Display and Classified Sales Advertising 
email advertising@catholicherald.co.uk
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For a bespoke print & digital advertising package, please contact  
our Advertising and Sales team on: advertising@catholicherald.co.uk
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CONTACT DETAILS

Commercial enquiries: 
Managing Director
Andy Leisinger 
e: publisher@catholicherald.co.uk 

Advertising enquiries: 
Display, classified, online  
and loose-leaf

Advertising Manager 
Benedetta Guarracino 
t: 0207 082 6539  
e: advertising@catholicherald.co.uk 

Technical specifications

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF ADVERTISING 
Advertisements submitted must contain 
complete and accurate information, comply 
with requirements of all relevant legislation and 
the British Code of Advertising Practice and the 
Advertising Standards Authority. 

The publisher has the right, at its discretion, to 
refuse, omit, suspend, or change the position 
of advertisements, or require artwork or copy to 
be amended to comply with any moral or legal 
obligations. 

The publisher will not be liable for any loss 
of revenue to the advertiser incurred as a 
consequence of non publication or incorrect 
reproduction of an advertisement or failure to insert 
a loose leaf insert. 

Advertisements may be cancelled within 14 days 
of an order being received and not less than a 
minimum of 24 hours before deadline for entry. Any 
cancellations outside this period will not affect the 
buyer’s liability for payment for the advertisement. 
Payment for advertisements must be received 
within 30 days. Any order (verbal or written) which 
is placed for the insertion of an advertisement 
amounts to an acceptance of these conditions.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS  
FOR PRINT ARTWORK 
Please supply a High Resolution PDF at  
300 dpi and ensure it is version 1.3 or above. 
Image resolution:  
must be at least 300dpi. 
Colour mode: CMYK 
Avoid four-colour black text.  
Black text should be 100%K.  
All fonts must be embedded and subset. 
Quark and InDesign files can also be 
accepted. PDF’s from Microsoft products  
are not high resolution, and will therefore  
will not be accepted. 
 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS  
FOR ONLINE ARTWORK 
Leaderboard, Sidebar MPU  
and Banner MPU: 
Resolution: 72 dpi with a  
URL address – jpg or png, no gif
Colour mode: RGB. 
e-newsletter advert: jpg or png image  
(50 words maximum)  
72 dpi minimum with a URL address
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